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Introduction
This specification for Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies is now well-established as it is the 
fourth year that it has been assessed. 

A wide variety of centres enter candidates for this unit. Entries include centres from 
different Christian denominational schools and non-faith schools. It is evident that 
candidates themselves come from a wide variety of faith backgrounds or none. Many 
candidates engage well with exploring the meaning, place and importance of Christian 
beliefs and practices in society today.

This year, there was evidence that the candidates had been well-prepared and taken notice 
of advice in previous ResultsPlus reports. 
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Question 1 (a) (b) (c) (d)
The vast majority of candidates engaged well with this question and demonstrated a good 
level of understanding of key Christian beliefs.

In Q1 (a), most candidates knew the meaning of the term 'salvation' for Christians, and 
many gave the glossary definition. Some candidates did confuse salvation with repentance, 
or described the work of the Salvation Army.

QI (b) was the weakest part of this question because a significant number of candidates did 
not see a 'religious community' as relating to monastic communities. They referred to the 
local church, or to a multi- faith society, as a religious community. The specification requires 
candidates to study both how religious communities and others, express their love of God. 
The candidates who answered this well, used examples from both active and contemplative 
religious communities such as the Missionaries of Charity. 

QI (c) was well-answered by most candidates, who made clear links between why Christians 
believe in one God and the concept of Unity and other Christian teachings. Some candidates 
only gave reasons why people believe in God and ignored the reference to one in the 
question.

In Q1 (d) (i) and (ii), candidates were able to give a wide variety of reasons both for and 
against Jesus being the Son of God, many answers exploring the meaning of the term “Son 
of God”.

This candidate was awarded three marks for both parts (i) and (ii).
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In part (d) (i), the candidate gives three reasons for Jesus being the Son of God:
•	 Jesus performed miracles

•	 Jesus came back to life - only God can do that it is stated in the Bible

In part (d) (ii), the candidate gives three reasons why people might disagree:
•	 it is impossible for God to have a son

•	 Jesus is only a prophet

•	 miracles are coincidences

This candidate was awarded Level 2 for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG), because they 
demonstrated control of meaning but there were errors in spelling and grammar.

Examiner Comments

Make use of paragraphs to help to structure an answer.

Examiner Tip
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For both parts (a) and (b), the candidate gained full marks.

In part (b), it is clear that this is the candidate's own view and they give two developed reasons by 
referring to two religious communities.
The candidate goes on to develop their answer by giving examples of how the communities show 
love of others eg helping the sick and educating children.

Examiner Comments

Use specific examples or teachings to help to develop reasons.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) (b) (c) (d)
This question was equally as popular with candidates as Q1. 

Most candidates were able to give a correct definition of faith, many giving the glossary 
definition.

In Q2 (b), it was clear that more candidates than in previous years both knew and 
understood the meaning of the parable of ' The Sheep and Goats'. A significant number 
still confused it with the parable of 'The Good Samaritan', or did not achieve higher marks 
because they did not link the teachings with the specifics of the parable.

The vast majority of candidates scored well in this question, many making clear reference to 
Christian teachings about God as the 'Father'. Many gave developed answers, comparing the 
qualities of an earthly father with those of God.

In parts (d) (i) and (ii), candidates made good use of evidence for the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in the world today, by referring to 'speaking in tongues', miracles and 'gifts' of 
the Holy Spirit. Equally, they could give reasons why the Holy Spirit is not active today, by 
referring to the presence of evil and suffering and that science can explain such things as 
miracles. 

Some candidates did not understand the concept of the Holy Spirit in Christianity, and 
talked about the spirit world. 
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In part (b), the candidate gives two developed reasons.
Firstly, they refer to the main Christian belief to love one another and develop it by refering to the 
sheep in the parable.
Secondly, they refer to what we do for others, we do for Jesus, and they develop this through the 
quotation.
In part (c), this candidate gains full marks by giving two developed reasons.
The first reason is that Jesus taught people to call God 'Father' and this is developed by referring to 
The Lord’s Prayer. 
The second reason is that Jesus used the term 'Father' and this is developed by explaining that it 
shows a spiritual relationship with God.
The candidate goes on to include other relevant reasons.

Examiner Comments

Some candidates do not complete the paper because they appear to spend too long on the first 
section. Candidates should give an equal amount of time to each section.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has gained full marks in both parts (d) (i) and (d) (ii), by giving three clear 
reasons for each part of the question.
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In (d) (i), three simple reasons are given:
•	 it is a Christian belief that the Holy Spirit is all around 

•	 people feel the Holy Spirit 

•	 there is evidence for the Holy Spirit today, as people are doing good.

Also in (d) (ii), three simple reasons are given:
•	 some people do not have faith

•	 feeling of the Holy Spirit could be “fake”

•	 good actions could just be “random acts of kindness”

The candidate has made good use of paragraphs to help structure their response.

Examiner Comments

Remember to give captial letters to such terms as 'Trinity', 'Holy Spirit' and 'the Father' because 
marks are awarded for SPaG in this section.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
Most candidates gave the correct definition for the 'Old Testament', using the glossary 
definition. Some candidates confused it with the 'New Testament' and some did not attempt 
to answer it. 

This is a fully-correct answer and is awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should read the question carefully, to 
ensure that they do not give a definition to another one 
of the key words.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b) (c) (d)
This was the most popular question in this section.

In part (b) the better answers went beyond saying that people should make their own 
decisions because they have free will. Candidates were able to make good use of their 
knowledge about why Protestant Churches were established.

Part (c) was well-answered by the majority of candidates. They knew why Mary was 
important for some Christians and cited a wide variety of reasons.

In part (d), candidates engaged well with the question, many giving a wide variety of 
reasons that were based securely in the different attitudes that people have towards the 
clergy being married, within Christianity. Some candidates confused this question with the 
issue of same-sex couples being allowed to marry.

This candidate gained full marks in part (c) and (d), and has made good use of their 
knowledge of this unit in answering the questions.
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In part (c), the candidate gives four brief reasons as to why Mary is important for some Christians. 
They refer to:
•	 the miracle of the Virgin Birth

•	 Mary being chosen by God 

•	 Mary being the Mother of the Son of God 

•	 Mary as a role model

In part (d) (i), the candidate makes good use of their knowledge about St Peter and links this with 
their reasons regarding the role of the clergy today. 
The point about marriage and children as being what God intended, is valid, but the candidate had 
already achieved full marks.
In (d) (ii), the candidate gives one fully-developed answer. Marriage would be a distraction. 
They develop their answer by linking it with the responsibility of having a wife and family, and further 
develop it by referring to serving God.

Examiner Comments
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In this question, the candidate has only given brief or simple reasons, and has not gone 
beyond Level 1.
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In part (b), the candidate gained 1 mark for stating that if people believe in God, it is up to 
them. There is no other rewardable material.
Part (c), was a Level 1 answer, because the candidate repeats that Mary was Jesus' Mother, a 
number of times.
In (d) (i), one simple reason is given: that marriage is part of life.
In (d) (ii) the reasons are about marriage in general, not about the clergy, so there is no 
rewardable material.

Examiner Comments

In part (c) of the questions, Level 4 can be achieved by giving four brief reasons or two 
developed reasons.
Do not repeat the same reason.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a)
Many candidates did not know what was meant by Orthodox Churches and so did not gain 
any marks on this question. 

A significant number of candidates did not attempt to answer the question. Those that did, 
confused it with the Protestant Churches, sometimes describing them as 'strict' churches. It 
was clear where candidates had learnt the glossary definintion.

Question 4 (b) (c) (d)
This question was the least popular in this section. 

In part (b), there was a mixture of those candidates who agreed or disagreed with the 
question. Those agreeing referred to the Pope as the head of the Catholic Church and to 
Apostolic Succession. Many of those disagreeing made good use of current issues within the 
Catholic Church, to illustrate their point.

Part (c) tended to be answered poorly, with a significant number of answers just describing 
what the Bible is and how it used by Christians. Those that did attempt to give reasons 
why Christians believe that it is the direct word of God, did not develop their answers much 
beyond 'because it is what God said'. 

Some candidates went on to give reasons why people believe that it is not the direct word 
of God, for which they could receive no credit.

Part (d) was well-answered and candidates made good use of their knowledge of the 
different forms of worship in Christianity to answer the question.

This is a Level 1 one answer.

This is a fully-correct answer. The candidate has learnt the 
glossary definition.

Examiner Comments
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This answer does not explain, but rather describes, the issue, so can only gain Level 1.
Note that the candidate gives reasons why people do not believe that the Bible is the direct word 
of God. The question does not ask this, so these reasons cannot be awarded any marks.

Examiner Comments

Do not give alternative views in part (c) questions 
unless they are requested.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has demonstrated good knowledge, understanding, and evalaution skills, in 
this response.



20 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS09 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS09 01 21

In part (c), the candidate has given three brief reasons and one developed reason. They have 
referred to:
•	 there being a sense of unity in the message 

•	 knowing through a personal religious experience

•	 the fulfilment of the prophecies only God could predict 

•	 links with Jesus' life.

In (d) (i), three simple reasons are given:
•	 the priest or minister provides support and advice

•	 they help spread the teachings

•	 they represent Jesus at the Eucharist

In (d) (ii), one fully-developed reason is given: this refers to the role of priest, minister and the 
Salvation Army.

Examiner Comments

In section 2, candidates should be clear about the 
different beliefs and attitudes of different groups of 
Christians, in the areas covered by this section.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a)
Whilst many candidates gained full marks for this question, a significant number did not 
give the meaning of 'commemoration' within the context of this section. They described it as 
an act of remembering someone.

This is a fully-correct answer because it has given the meaning of commemoration within the 
context of this section, and has used the glossary definition.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)
These parts of Q5 tended to be well-answered, showing that the candidates had a good 
knowledge and understanding of worship and celebration within Christianity. Candidates 
could use this to evaluate matters of beliefs and practices studied within this section.

In part (b), candidates gave a personal response, based on their knowledge and 
understanding of why churches have certain features. There was an equal balance of 
candidates who agreed or disagreed or were unsure. 

Most answers focused on having statues and pictures. These were perceived variously as: 

•	 being a distraction from worship

•	 helping people to focus on worship

•	 similar to worshipping idols

•	 making the church look special

•	 being a waste of money, which could instead be used to help people.

In part (c), it was clear that the vast majority of candidates knew what confirmation was, 
and also its significance. 

In parts (d) (i) and (d) (ii), it was clear that most candidates were aware of what Lent 
commemorates and its significance for Christians. Some candidates confused it with Advent 
and others with Holy Week. 

Candidates who gained higher marks could place Lent within the context of the Christian 
Year and society today, and give reasons why it is important or not for both Christians and 
non-Christians.



24 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS09 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS09 01 25

In part (b), this candidate receives full marks for two developed reasons:
•	 recognising that the money spent on statues could be used for doing God's work through 

giving to charity 

•	 God said not to have idols, so having statues breaks His Laws

In part (c), the candidate gives four brief reasons including that confirmation:
•	 affirms your belief in God

•	 welcomes you to the Church when you are old enough to understand

•	 brings you closer to God.

In part (d) (i), three simple reasons are given and in, (d) (ii), one fully-developed answer is 
given, based around how non-Christians use Lent. This is a valid way to view the question. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
Most candidates were able to give a fully-correct answer. Some candidates gave the 
meaning of another key term, 'charismatic worship', so gained no marks.

Question 6 (b) (c) (d)
In part (b), most candidates were able to give two reasons in response to the question “Do 
you think all Christians should baptise their babies?” The candidates who developed their 
reasons did so by referring to different Christian practices around baptism and the beliefs 
and teachings associated with it.

In part (c), there were some excellent, detailed answers that were awarded Level 4. Even 
so, a significant number of candidates wrote about Easter and the Resurrection, when 
answering a question about Holy Week. Also, some candidates included references to 
Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday in their responses. 

In parts (d) (i) and (d) (ii), there some well-developed answers that showed an 
understanding of transubstantiation, real presence, commemoration and the Eucharist. 
Less-able candidates were unsure what 'Eucharist' meant, hence did not answer the 
question well.

This answer appears brief but it gives enough detail/reasons to achieve Level 4.

This candidate has gained 2 marks for stating that non-liturgical worship 
does not have a set order. 
They would have gained full marks also, for using such phrases as 'worship 
that does not have set rituals' or 'worship that does not have a service 
book.'

Examiner Comments
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This candidate has made good use of the different beliefs and practices about the Eucharist 
to answer the question.

This candidate has given one developed reason and two brief reasons.
•	 They refer to Holy Week as remembering the Last Supper and link this with the Eucharist 

today

•	 It is a preparation for Easter

•	 It recalls key events of Jesus' last week eg washing the disciples' feet

Examiner Comments

Be clear about the different events that are 
remembered at Lent, Holy Week and Easter.

Examiner Tip
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In part (d) (i), this candidate gives one developed reason and 
one simple reason.
It is an act of commemoration, developed through referring to 
Jesus words and to the bread and wine being used as symbols. 
In part (d) (ii), they refer correctly to the Catholic view and 
make three clear points in the process of answering the 
question.

Examiner Comments

In part (b), (c) and (d) questions, candidates can make 
good use of the key terms to help them to develop 
their answers.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)
Most candidates knew the definition of this key term.

Question 7 (b) (c) (d)
Q7 (b) (c) (d) was the least popular question in this section. 

In part (b), the best answers were developed by giving examples from Jesus’ teachings eg 
that getting angry is as bad as murder. Some answers showed that the candidates were 
not clear what the 'Law of Moses' was, so they found it hard to answer the question with 
relevant reasons.

A significant number of candidates did not read the question carefully, because they 
included teachings that were not from the 'Sermon on the Mount', in their answer. These 
could not be credited with any marks.

In part (d), candidates generally found it easier to give reasons why all Christians should 
support organisations that work to relieve poverty and suffering in the UK, rather than why 
they should not. 

This candidate has used alternative wording to the glossary 
definition, which is acceptable.

Examiner Comments
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Even though it is clear the candidate has some knowledge of Christian teachings, the material is 
not from the Sermon on the Mount, nor about money. Therefore there is no rewardable material.
Some of the ways the candidate could have included suitable material, were that Christians 
should:
•	 not make money an idol

•	 not worry about money as God would provide

•	 focus on living a good life

•	 not collecting material possessions

•	 share their wealth by giving to charities.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should learn the key teachings from the 
Sermon on the Mount, as given in the specification.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate gained full marks on each part of the question and demonstrated they had a 
very good knowledge and understanding of this section.
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In part (b), developed reasons are given and the candidate shows a good understanding of the 
difference between the Law of Moses and Jesus' teachings.
They develop the answer by giving examples.
In part (c), it is that clear the candidate knows and makes use of the teachings from the Sermon on 
the Mount, about money, and explains how Christians use it by giving in different ways eg spending 
time with God.
This is developed by referring to not serving two masters.
In part (d) (i), three simple reasons are given. Jesus taught that people:
•	 should love their neighbour

•	 should follow Jesus' example

•	 have a duty to help those that suffer.

In part (d) (ii), one developed and one simple reason are given. The candidate uses an alternative 
approach to the mark scheme, which is a valid response, so gained the full marks.

Examiner Comments

When using such teaching as the 'Golden Rule', 
candidates should link it with the question, not just 
state it.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (a)
Many candidates received only one mark for their answer, because they only stated that 'the 
monastic life' meant being a monk or a nun and did not refer to such people living together 
in a religious community.

Question 8 (b) (c) (d)
Q8 (b) (c) (d) was the most popular question in this section and there was a significant 
number of high-scoring answers to parts (b), (c), and (d).

In part (b), the better answers made good use of the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount 
about displaying religion. Other responses made links with section 3 and the reasons for 
different forms of worship.

In part (c), less-able candidates did not understand the term 'vocation' and so failed to 
gain any marks. Most candidates could give different ways that Christians can show their 
vocation in their daily life and work.

Whilst there were many good answers to this question, candidates tended to find it harder 
to give reasons why Christians should judge others, especially if they linked the concept of 
judgment with prejudice and discrimination.

This answer is only partially-correct because the candidate has 
not referrred to living in a religious community.

Examiner Comments
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This candidate has used their knowledge and understanding of Christian teachings about 
judgment to ensure they give a full answer to the question.

In part (b), the candidate states that prayer is about personal communication. This is 
developed by linking it with praying in public, which is ' flaunting' one's religion.
The candidate then goes on to give a reason why it is acceptable to pray in public. 
This was awarded marks because it was clearly the candidate’s own view.
In part (c), amongst the reasons given, the candidate cites three ways:
•	 jobs that help others

•	 giving to charity

•	 raising a family

Examiner Comments

In part (c), if the question asks explain how, candidates should think of the ways that 
something might be shown, rather than giving reasons. Reasons explain why. 

Examiner Tip
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Part (d) (i) is a full-developed answer about judging ourselves first and is developed by referring 
to Jesus' teachings.
Part (d) (ii) gives three simple reasons including:
•	 judging can help others to become better people

•	 making comparisons with other can help you not have the same faults as them

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.

•	 Learn and make use of key terms in answers to the parts of question other than part (a)

•	 Candidates should ensure that they answer each part from one of the questions only. 
If they answer a part from the other question, they will not receive marks for all their 
answers. Candidates might find it helpful to cross out on the exam paper the question 
they are not going to do, to help prevent this

•	 Candidates should make sure that they know how religious communities show the love 
of God and others, as given in the specification in section one

•	 Be clear about the different events, practices and beliefs associated with Lent, Holy 
Week and Easter

•	 In section 4, be clear about the key teachings from the Sermon on Mount. as given in 
the specification

•	 Practice answering exam questions in about 20 minutes so that there is no haste, or 
failure, to finish the paper

•	 In section one, where four marks are awarded for SPaG, candidates should re-read their 
work to check for careless errors and to remember to make appropriate use of capital 
letters for proper nouns eg 'Holy Spirit' and 'Trinity'

•	 When using such teachings as the Golden Rule in an answer, ensure that it is linked with 
the question being asked

•	 In part (b) questions, answers can be developed by giving examples, or linking with 
beliefs or key teachings. Two developed reasons are all that is needed to gain full marks

•	 In part (d) (ii), candidates should give reasons why some people would hold an 
opposing view to them and not just state that they do not believe, or accept the view 
the candidate has given in (d) (i)

•	 Pre-plan how best to structure answers for the different parts of the questions
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE




